Eisg Brachaidh Project Description
Eisg Brachaidh Estate in Wester Ross has biodiversity conservation as its primary objective. A
feature of the estate is a series of significantly declining native and ancient woodlands. It is a
designated site: part of Inverpolly SSSI and SAC with regard to important open ground and
wooded habitats.

After many years of considering alternative options, it is proposed to fence the 2000ha estate
to enable the effective control of deer numbers within and allow habitat restoration at a landscape scale including woodlands, heath and bog. The aim is to re-establish the richness,
diversity and connectivity of healthy self-sustaining native species and communities. A major
aim is to allow the protection and natural expansion of native woodlands (which have been
in a process of steep decline over many decades), together with their associated flora and
fauna thereby kickstarting a fully functioning woodland ecosystem once more.

It is important to note that this is not a total deer exclusion project. A small number of animals
are to be retained at low density to augment the seasonal cattle grazing and allow woodland
development in a natural manner. Cattle grazing is maintained at levels governed by the SSSI
management agreements with NatureScot.

At 2,000 ha Eisg Brachaidh has oligotrophic lochs, rivers and streams amongst low-lying hills,
an estuary, extensive coastline and nearshore islands. It was previously part of the Inverpolly
National Nature Reserve (1961-2004); it remains an important part of the Inverpolly SSSI and
SAC, the Inverpolly, Loch Urigill & Nearby Lochs SPA, the Assynt –Coigach National Scenic Area
(NSA) and is classed as a wild area. The surviving woodland is a Plantlife Important Plant Area
for oceanic bryophytes and lichens in addition to its SAC status and is a focus area for the
Saving Scotland’s Rainforest Project.

Some of the important features on Eisg Brachaidh include fragmentary western acidic oak
woodland, wet heath, dry heaths, blanket bog, upland assemblage and upland birch
woodland, otter, black throated diver, red throated diver, breeding heron and fresh water
pearl mussel. Effectively reducing and mitigating the effects of excessive grazing and
trampling by deer is the most important factor for biodiversity conservation and habitat
restoration on Eisg Brachaidh. After many years of trying to find a solution to the deer grazing
levels all other avenues have been exhausted and it is concluded that the only way to protect
this valuable habitat against further loss is to fence the estate boundary and reduce the deer
numbers within the estate to 1-2 deer per square kilometre.

This reduction will improve the habitat quality of the area for important species (otter, black
and red throated divers) and hopefully lead to the re-establishment of other woodland
species like black grouse.

It is proposed to enrich the habitat by planting 8000 trees in small groups within existing
native woodland remnant areas, using species that would naturally have been present, but
are now only found in very low numbers. The long-term aim is to bolster seed sources for the
re-establishment of a naturally structured woodland.
These species include aspen, oak, holly, alder, wych elm, bird cherry, guelder rose, juniper
and willows (grey, goat and eared).

Trees will be sourced from seed as close as possible to Eisg Brachaidh; it is planned to get
them from a local tree nursery just outside Lochinver. This nursery also grows local
understorey species such as primrose, roses and honeysuckle, which the project will also plant
out in the existing woodlands to boost the natural understorey. The reduction in deer grazing
will allow existing regeneration to come away and boost woodland cover and diversify age
structure making it more resilient in the future. Existing woodland (depending on how you
define it) covers approximately 10% of the area and it is anticipated that most of the resulting
regeneration will occur as infills within existing woodland and around its fringes to allow
woodland fragments to join up.

Over the last few decades, the owners have sought to find a solution, particularly in respect
of the SAC, ‘Scotland’s Rainforest’ woodland areas. The solution of fencing the estate’s
landward boundary and reducing internal deer numbers will not impact on the grazing
tenancy which covers most of the estate, as only a small number of cattle are allowed to graze
the area (under an NatureScot agreement); that grazing will have a positive effect on the
regenerating areas; and it will be closely monitored both by NatureScot, and through this
project, to ensure that the desired results are attained. Fencing the estate will minimise any
negative impact on surrounding owner’s deer stalking activity. Public access will not be
inhibited by this proposal. The project is in line with Scottish Government objectives regarding
the restoration of valuable habitats.

Training days for native woodland management will be held as well as volunteer days for the
enrichment planting with trees and understorey species. Training on Habitat Impact
Assessment for woodland and non-woodland habitats will be offered and opportunities for
paid ongoing assessment will then be available.
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From:
Sent: 28 May 2021 14:22
To:
@forestry.gov.scot; tamara.lawton@nature.scot; sinclair.coghill@nature.scot;
@highland.gov.uk;
;
@scottishwildlifetrust.org.uk>;
@ramblers.org.uk; info@mountaineering.scot;
@rspb.org.uk
Cc: scotland@woodlandtrust.org.uk
Subject: Eisg Brachaidh Scoping Meeting Doodle Poll invite

@canoescotland.org;

Dear Sir/Madam,

Woodland Trust Scotland submitted a screening opinion request to Scottish Forestry for the Eisg Brachaidh
Woodland Restoration Proposal and under the EIA regulations, Scottish Forestry have confirmed that EIA
consent is needed.

The first step in this process is to hold a scoping meeting to help decide the issues that must be covered in the
EIA Report.

Please find a link below to a doodle poll with a range of potential meeting dates and times. A three hour slot
is being allowed, the meeting maybe shorter or run longer as needed, a comfort break will be programmed in.
We request you complete this poll by noon on Friday 4ndJune, after which a final date for the scoping
meeting will be confirmed.

Details of the proposal to be discussed at the scoping meeting will be available from Wednesday 2nd June
when an email with a link to the files will be circulated.

All points previously raised with Woodland Trust re the Eisg Brachaidh Woodland Restoration Proposal will
be carried forward into the scoping report and anything else raised at the scoping meeting will also be added.

A copy of the scoping report will be circulated after the meeting to anyone who requests it.

Kind Regards,
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Eisg Brachaidh project team

The information contained in this e-mail along with any attachments may be confidential, legally privileged
or otherwise protected from disclosure. It is intended for the named individual(s) or entity who is/are the
only authorised recipient(s). If this message has reached you in error please notify the sender immediately
and delete it without review.
Anything in this email which does not relate to the Woodland Trust’s official business is neither given nor
endorsed by the Woodland Trust. Email is not secure and may contain viruses. We make every effort to
ensure email is sent without viruses, but cannot guarantee this and recommend recipients take appropriate
precautions. We may monitor email traffic data and content in accordance with our policies and English
law. Thank you.
The Woodland Trust is a charity registered in England (No. 294344) and in Scotland (No. SC038885).
A non-profit making company limited by guarantee.
Registered in England No. 1982873.
Registered Office: Kempton Way, Grantham, Lincolnshire, NG31 6LL.
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk
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Sharon Phipps
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

scotland@woodlandtrust.org.uk
21 June 2021 18:14
scotland@woodlandtrust.org.uk
Eisg Brachaidh Scoping Meeting Agenda for Thursday 24th June, 09:00-12:00
EB Scoping Agenda - Final.docx

Good afternoon,
Please find attached the agenda for the Eish Brachaidh Scoping meeting on Thursday.
The meeting will be Chaired by

of Scottish Forestry.

Please note:
The WT will be using the Zoom meeting platform for this meeting.
This allows all participants the chance to share their screen, turn on their video & audio and see and hear all other
attendees.
The WT will be recording the meeting solely for the purposes of accurate minute taking and production of the EIA
Scoping Report. The recording is for internal use only and will be held on a secure WT server until the Eish Brachaidh
EIA process is complete, at which time it will be deleted.
The WT seeks your permission to record your image for the above purpose only.
You will be prompted at the start of the meeting to give your permission to be recorded. Should you not wish your
image to be recorded, please turn your camera off but join with and keep your audio on.
To access the meeting simply click the link below:
Join Zoom Meeting

A reminder you can view / download scoping documents for this proposal here
If you intend to use a mobile to access the meeting, please download zoom app in advance. Download in Apple App
Store / Download in Google Play
For those unfamiliar with zoom, here’s a reminder of Zoom meeting etiquette:
• Join the Zoom call early – around five minutes before the meeting starts.
• Unless you do not wish to be seen, please turn on your camera
• Make sure that when you’re using your camera that it is not too low or too high.
• Put yourself on mute if you’re not talking as background noises can be really distracting.
• Use raise hand if you wish to speak (click ‘reactions’)
• The Chair reserves the right to mute participants who do not observe the meeting etiquette
We would also request that you:
• Change your on-screen name to your full name and the organisation you represent e.g.
,
Woodland Trust Scotland. (To do this click on ‘Participants’, hover your mouse over yourself, click
‘More’, then ‘Rename’ and type in your name and organisation)
• Please be considerate and treat all other participants with respect.
1

•

Remember that whilst some of those taking part will have experience of using Zoom, others may be
novices.

As well as raising a hand, you can also indicate in the Chat if you wish to make a comment or ask a question.
We politely request that all points to be noted in the minutes be made in person (and not in Chat as we do not wish
to detract from the meeting.)
We appreciate some of you may not be able to join us at the Eisg Brachaidh Scoping Meeting on Thursday 24th June,
but this is just for your information.

Thank you.
Kind regards,
Eisg Brachaidh project team

The information contained in this e-mail along with any attachments may be confidential, legally privileged
or otherwise protected from disclosure. It is intended for the named individual(s) or entity who is/are the
only authorised recipient(s). If this message has reached you in error please notify the sender immediately
and delete it without review.
Anything in this email which does not relate to the Woodland Trust’s official business is neither given nor
endorsed by the Woodland Trust. Email is not secure and may contain viruses. We make every effort to
ensure email is sent without viruses, but cannot guarantee this and recommend recipients take appropriate
precautions. We may monitor email traffic data and content in accordance with our policies and English
law. Thank you.
The Woodland Trust is a charity registered in England (No. 294344) and in Scotland (No. SC038885).
A non-profit making company limited by guarantee.
Registered in England No. 1982873.
Registered Office: Kempton Way, Grantham, Lincolnshire, NG31 6LL.
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk

2

Eisg Brachaidh Proposal - Scoping Meeting
24th June 2021, 9am – noon

Agenda
The meeting will be chaired by

1.
2.

3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

, Senior Operations Manager, Scottish Forestry

Agenda Item

Who

Introduction and apologies
Overview
- Summary of the EIA process, scoping stage and next steps
- Purpose of today - identify issues to be addressed at EIA
- Meeting and Zoom etiquette
Opening statement
- project proposal objectives, issues, mitigations and surveys
Points of clarification
Flexible comfort break
Correspondence in absentia
Points of clarification
Raising relevant issues by each participant
Summary and close
- Preliminary listing of issues for Scoping Report
- Next steps and timescales

Chair (Scottish Forestry)
Chair

Woodland Trust
All participants
Woodland Trust
All participants
Chair
Chair

Sharon Phipps
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

scotland@woodlandtrust.org.uk
24 June 2021 16:44
scotland@woodlandtrust.org.uk
Eisg Brachaidh Scoping Meeting follow-up

Dear Sir/Madam,
Thank you for attending today's meeting. A few people had wifi issues and we would like to invite those to submit a
maximum one-page submission detailing their issues raised about the Eisg Brachaidh project proposal to ensure that
we have captured everyone’s points. Please can you do this by 5pm on Monday 28th June.
Kind Regards,
Eisg Brachaidh project team

The information contained in this e-mail along with any attachments may be confidential, legally privileged
or otherwise protected from disclosure. It is intended for the named individual(s) or entity who is/are the
only authorised recipient(s). If this message has reached you in error please notify the sender immediately
and delete it without review.
Anything in this email which does not relate to the Woodland Trust’s official business is neither given nor
endorsed by the Woodland Trust. Email is not secure and may contain viruses. We make every effort to
ensure email is sent without viruses, but cannot guarantee this and recommend recipients take appropriate
precautions. We may monitor email traffic data and content in accordance with our policies and English
law. Thank you.
The Woodland Trust is a charity registered in England (No. 294344) and in Scotland (No. SC038885).
A non-profit making company limited by guarantee.
Registered in England No. 1982873.
Registered Office: Kempton Way, Grantham, Lincolnshire, NG31 6LL.
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk
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Sharon Phipps
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

scotland@woodlandtrust.org.uk
09 July 2021 16:51
scotland@woodlandtrust.org.uk
Eisg Brachaidh Scoping Report
20210709 Scoping Report Minutes & Appendices.docx; Appendix 8 - 0210708 EIA
Issues Log for scoping report FINAL.pdf

Dear all,
Thank you for attending the scoping meeting held by Zoom on 24 June 2021 or, if you were unable to attend, for
submitting correspondence prior to or since that Scoping meeting.
We have collated all the issues raised into the attached Scoping Report. It contains a minute of the 24 June meeting,
along with appendices of the ‘in absentia’ correspondence that were referred to at the meeting. The other
attachment is Appendix 8 (the Issues Log).
We would ask you to confirm that the minute of the meeting as shown in the Scoping Report is an accurate record
of the meeting, and that the issues you raised are recorded properly in the minute and in the corresponding Issues
Log, also attached.
Please confirm the above by 12pm on 23 July.
We look forward to hearing from you.
Yours faithfully,
The Eisg Brachaidh project team.

The information contained in this e-mail along with any attachments may be confidential, legally privileged
or otherwise protected from disclosure. It is intended for the named individual(s) or entity who is/are the
only authorised recipient(s). If this message has reached you in error please notify the sender immediately
and delete it without review.
Anything in this email which does not relate to the Woodland Trust’s official business is neither given nor
endorsed by the Woodland Trust. Email is not secure and may contain viruses. We make every effort to
ensure email is sent without viruses, but cannot guarantee this and recommend recipients take appropriate
precautions. We may monitor email traffic data and content in accordance with our policies and English
law. Thank you.
The Woodland Trust is a charity registered in England (No. 294344) and in Scotland (No. SC038885).
A non-profit making company limited by guarantee.
Registered in England No. 1982873.
Registered Office: Kempton Way, Grantham, Lincolnshire, NG31 6LL.
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk
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These references would contribute towards the
identification and assessment of the potential landscape
effects from the deer fence proposals, especially the
potential consequences of constructing a physical barrier
which is intended over time to promote the recovery and
regeneration of the vegetation pattern within the
enclosure. In contrast, out with the fence the pressures on
the vegetation could be potentially more considerable as a
consequence of excluding deer from a considerable area of
land. These differences could potentially have effects on
the key characteristics of the wider landscape so should be
considered.

The LVIA should include an assessment of any
infrastructure that may be required to both construct,
maintain and – in future – dismantle and remove the
enclosure, and any short-, medium- and long-term visual
effects of those stages of construction and dismantling.
Considering the potential landscape and visual effects on
the Wild Land Area from the proposals, we would also
request that the applicant carry out an assessment of the
proposals to the NatureScot Assessing impacts on Wild
Land Areas – Technical Guidance September 2020.
Biodiversity
The EIA should quantify and evaluate the potential
significant effects of the proposals on the SSSI and SAC
features, both within and out with the proposed enclosure.
Proposal maps provide a broad indication of where the
anticipated 250ha of woodland regeneration is expected to
occur, but it should be clear how each area has been
assessed as being suitable for woodland creation and
consider what impact the anticipated regeneration may
have on non-woodland habitats. Consideration should also
be given to areas of deep peat in relation to project design.
Bird and Mammal surveys should be completed and any
likely significant effects on the current environmental
baseline discussed.
Under the Habitats Regulations, before undertaking or
giving any form of permission, consent or other
authorisation to a plan or project, we must check whether
the plan or project would be likely to have a significant
effect on a European site.
The EIA Report must provide such information as we may
reasonably require for the purposes of the appraisal as our
conclusions must be made on the basis of there being no
reasonable scientific doubt as to the absence of adverse
12

EIA3

EIA4

EIA5

EIA6

EIA7

EIA8

EIA9

effects. There is a need to ascertain the proposal will not
adversely affect site integrity of the SAC.

EIA10

Deer
There remains uncertainty over the likely impacts on deer
welfare and behaviour over time and therefore the efficacy
of the mitigation strategy in minimising impacts to an
acceptable level, both within the enclosure and over the
whole range.
The capacity to disperse is an essential part of the lifecycle
of wild deer, identifying the likely significant effects and
subsequent mitigation on deer is reliant on a predictive
approach that requires detailed knowledge of likely deer
movement patterns.
The scoping documents provide a desired density, however
the EIA Report should be clear on how the number of deer
to be culled can be achieved both safely and humanely.
The EIA Report should also consider and discuss how deer
within the proposed enclosure may react to captivity, or
what if any welfare implications may arise on becoming a
captive herd e.g. stress, wildfire or inbreeding depression.
There can be no uncertainty around any likely effect on
deer welfare.

EIA11

EIA12

Appendix 9 of the scoping documents suggests “We can’t
be certain how the deer will react to the fence, but with
local knowledge we have tried to mitigate this to reduce
any potential impact as much as possible.” The EIA Report
should clearly describe the adverse impact each measure is
intended to avoid, mitigate or compensate when
implemented. It should also describe the effectiveness of
such measures, their reliability and certainty, as well as
the commitment to ensuring the practical implementation
and monitoring of the results.
It may not be possible to mitigate all significant effects but
the EIA Report must ensure that it identifies any residual
impacts (those remaining after mitigation) and their
significance.
EIA Report should also discuss
Public Access
The EIA should fully understand the nature and extent of
the current use of the site and assess the potential impacts
that the proposals may have on this use.
The effectiveness of the proposal.
13

EIA13

EIA14
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On Fri, 28 Aug 2020 at 09:13,
<HYPERLINK
"mailto
@woodlandtrust.org.uk"
@woodlandtrust.org.uk> wrote:
Morning
nice to hear from you again, I left a phone message to say I had
found the portage route on the GoPaddle website that runs from Loch Buine Mhor
(who’s boundary isn’t to be fenced) across the narrow bit of ground to Boat Bay. This
appears to be well outside the fenced enclosure but if you could send me your map
that would be useful to just double check.
Regards

Access further resolved via phone calls to make two gates at the east end kayak
friendly if the short cut to Fionnloch from Gull Bay is chosen. Awaiting spec for the 2
kayak friendly gates. Confirmed other route is outside the fence.
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Appendix 7 – WSDMG response 28/06/21
Dear

,

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to the Eisg Brachaidh proposal. Given the time
constraints please accept comments from WSDMG in bullet points below.
1. There is not enough information provided about the movement of deer and how this will
be impacted by the fence
2. The fence alignment could lead to deer being pushed in to bottlenecks no evaluation of
this.
3. The proposal aims to reduce deer numbers to 1/100ha over two years but there is not
enough information to show how many deer will need to be culled to achieve this.
4. We are concerned that not enough work has been done to evaluate whether deer welfare
is going to be adversely impacted by this proposal.

We look forward to receiving your response to the concerns raised.

Chair WSDMG East Sub Group/Vice Chair WSDMG

Estate Manager
Sallachy Estate
Lairg
IV27 4EF
/Web. www.sallachyestate.co.uk

Appendix 8 Issues Log – Please see separate attachment
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Eisg Brachaidh - Scoping Report Issues Log
Ref or
issue
code

Raised by

Wa1

Wa2

- I & K Estate

Wa3

- I & K Estate

FWPM1

- I & K Estate

Date

Issue (incl date & raised by)

Applicants (WTS) response / proposed mitigation

WT suggested
significance following
mitigation

24/06/2021 Increased tracking along northern boundary fence will result in more
excreta entering the River Kirkaig, not less – so there will not be nitrogen pollution benefits as
suggested by ; river water quality will not improve.

The deer use outwith the fence will be monitored and control implemented as necessary Low
to keep numbers to a minimum. There will also be a regular deer disturbance regime to
prevent a build up of deer numbers along the River. Improving woodland condition will
have a positive effect on the watercourses.

24/06/2021 Concerned that the fence-line will cause trampling close to the river and therefore erosion,
silting and a high level of nitrites.
24/06/2021 There is already a high density of trees on either side of the river Kirkaig providing shade
for Atlantic salmon which spawn on gravel beds that could be silted up if there was increased
trampling and erosion.
24/06/2021 Indicated that more trees would not benefit Fresh Water Pearl Mussels or salmon.

as per Wa1
Low
as per Wa1

FWPM2

24/06/2021 Could FWPM be affected by fencing treatments / chemical leaching?

Low
The improvement to aquatic habitats will be seen across the whole of the estate and not
isolated to the Kirkaig River. Regarding the Kirkaig, more woodland structure and ground
vegetation (due to reduced grazing) minimises the amount of run off during wet
Low
conditions and hence silt run off.
Full investigation has been carried out by NatureScot and it is not deemed to be an issue

Hi1

24/06/2021 No talk of an EB fence when I wrote deer plan in 2018. Section 7 agreement ‘generally held to
be quite effective’ – except for woodland, everything else doing ok; difficult as there is a full
spectrum of woodland across the whole area – some fenced, some moribund, some
regenerating.

The Section 7 agreement is failing to preserve SAC designated habitats. Although
through the course of the Section 7, non-woodland habitats have been improving they
started from a low set point and apart from wet heath, they are still assessed as
unfavourable, no change or unfavourable recovering.

N/A

This will be looked at in more detail in the EIA report. But critically, the woodland
element (unfavourable declining) especially on EB has been in steady decline since the
agreement came into place. Woodland condition is about more than birch regeneration
and recent HIA surveys in 2021 show almost all woods on EB to have very high herbivore
impacts.
The unfavourable and declining condition of the woodlands has been widely known for
decades as has Eisg Brachaidh's priority and intent to improve the condition of habitats
and biodiversity on the Estate.
The Coigach-South Assynt Sub Group Deer Management Plan 2018-2023 Background
Information, states,
Page 5 "... Eisg Brachaidh. The primary objectives for the property are conservation
related, in particular to see restoration of native woodland habitats as well as other
designated features including heath and blanket bog. The estate therefore wishes to
manage deer in a way that achieves these objectives. ...'
Page 33 "...Action points...PI 2.4 The Assynt Foundation, Inverpolly & Eisg Brachaidh
Estates will look to forward planned woodland exclosures during the period of this
plan....'
To be addressed in EIA report

Hi2

TL - NS

24/06/2021 There is a role for NS to assess any proposal that may affect a protected area; we know WTS
and the
family have done lot of work to try and address protected areas and
features; we’d like to see that all of that work feature in the EIA report; including impacts and
benefits on the designated features and more commentary on monitoring and how it will be
managed long term.

Hi3

GT - NS

24/06/2021 NS interested in a nature-rich future. Acknowledges significant contribution of
family to To be addressed in EIA report
deal with designated site features and the significant potential positive impact on local
biodiversity. NS is responding on natural habitat role but also taking account of deer legislation
and balancing duties. Significant potential biodiversity gain needs to be balanced: the deer
legislation is meant to be flexible.

Low

Low

Low

SF comments

Agreed mitigation Status
(Open /
Closed)

Significance
of impact
(High,
medium,
Low)

Dm13

24/06/2021 Fire in 2011 is the reason for lack of regeneration on EB; prior to that EB had great
regeneration, it will come again. Fencing will make it worse next time; it is a waste of public
money. Various other options could be pursued; we have extensive woodland
enclosures at Inverpolly.

Designated habitats on Eisg Brachaidh, such as the woodlands, were in unfavourable and
declining condition prior to the 2011 fire. The fire in 2011 did damage some regeneration
and young trees, but following the fire there was a lot of regeneration on the ground
that has not had chance to get above heather height due to deer browsing.
This proposal is about improving the health of the woodlands and other designated
habitats on EB Estate. WTS will not analyse and does not dispute what has been carried
out on Inverpolly.

Dm14
Dm15
Dm16

- CCC
WSDMG
WSDMG

Dm17

- WSDMG

Wc1

- ACC

24/06/2021 Concerns on displacement of deer
28/06/2021 There needs to be more info on deer movement and how it will be impacted by the fence.
28/06/2021 Evaluation is needed of potential for deer to be pushed in to bottlenecks and deer welfare.

See DM6/9/10 but effects unlikely to affect Achiltibuie area
See DM6/9/10
See DM6/9/10

Low
Medium

Medium
28/06/2021 The proposal aims to reduce deer numbers to 1/100ha over two years but there is not enough this will be shown in the EIA report.
Low
information to show how many deer will need to be culled to achieve this.
24/06/2021 Does not approve of enrichment planting.
The aim of the project is to improve the diversity of the woodland, including species
which are currently in very low numbers, including woodland understorey species. These
have been browsed out as they are more palateable.
Seed is collected locally and grown on at the local tree nursery, where we would source
the trees for the enrichment planting, therefore safeguarding appropriate genetic
material. Species would include Oak, Hazel, Juniper, Holly, Elm, Rose and honeysuckle.
Low

Wc2

- ACC

24/06/2021 Birchwoods die, they are dynamic – why are we trying to intervene in this natural process? At
Leorchircaig birch have died revealing lazy beds indicating arable land from some 200 years
ago. Should they be restored?

Agreed that "restored" is not the right word to be using. Although history is important
for providing context about distribution, the purpose of this project is to look forward
and establish a dynamic, mature and functioning native woodland ecosystem, including
other broadleaved species. One that works in balance with open ground habitats and
evolves naturally.

24/06/2021 Question whether fence is needed at all. Majority of habitats are in recovering or favourable
condition, except woodland. There are pockets of regeneration throughout Inverpolly and
around Lochinver so focussed deer control could work.

see Hi 1 comment on designated habitats. There are pockets of regeneration in places
near to EB Estate, but these are mainly, not exclusively, in areas of high public use i.e. by
footpaths where people walk with dogs regularly.

Low
Wc3

The 2011 EB fire was devastating for regeneration. But for the
fire, woodland regeneration in the area would be better. We do need to focus on this area.

The fire was devastating and took out saplings and younger trees, but following the fire
there was (as is usual and expected) a blanket of mainly birch regeneration. As a pioneer
species this is expected, but due to high deer grazing this has been unable to get away.
Conservation history is good on Inverpolly Estate. Cattle grazing/trampling
Much of the regeneration that is visible now at heather/ground vegetation height
has encouraged birch seedling establishment in places. How will the more fertile areas marked probably dates from just after the fire, as when you look at the base of these trees they
for enrichment planting be protected from cattle?
are clearly not young trees and are many years old but suppressed by grazing pressure.
Alternatives to fencing are possible and preferable. There needs to be an evaluation of these.

We have not surveyed the success of the conservation history on Inverpolly as this is not
in the remit of this project, but understand that the estate has undertaken a number of
different woodland projects, presumably with the objective of improving the woodland
condition on Inverpolly, as we seek to do here on EB. Although it will take some time,
ultimately it will result in increased woodland health and cover which will improve the
grazing for the tenant and wild deer in years to come.
Alternatives will be analysed as part of the EIA report.

Low
Ps1

Ps2
Ps3
Ac1

- HIghland Council

GT - NS
- CCC
Mountaineering
Scotland

24/06/2021 seek to minimise risk of deer vehicle collisions.

24/06/2021 Consider the risk of deer/ vehicle collisions;
24/06/2021 Concerns about deer/car collisions
24/06/2021 ensure sufficient access points along route of fence-line; could add signs to fence-line to
let users know where nearest gates are;

The fence doesn't run parallel to the road, but runs away from the road at a right angle.
The road through EB Estate is a single track slow road, deer vehicle collisions will be
monitored if there are any, but the risk of these is considered low.
Low
Low
See Ps1
Low
See Ps1
Access points have been and will continue to be consulted on prior to fencing and
monitored after fencing. Signage will also be consulted on and used where effective and
Low
reasonable

Ac2

Ac3

24/06/2021 Access damage – no paths doesn’t mean no walkers. The coastal path is not defined
It is known that walkers use the area, but not big numbers and they rarely head out to
on the ground so people take a variety of routes. How will they find out where gates are? A
the East of EB. This can be monitored.
fence will spoil the adventure - will fishermen be able to walk around the lochs freely? Will the
hundreds of walkers and kayakers be able to pass through?
Consider waymarking the coastal path to assist walkers to find the path and therefore
the gate.

- CCC

Ac4

Arc1

- ACC

24/06/2021 Access for walkers and canoeists
25/06/2021 A fenceline will also potentially threaten the riparian zone, which will be disproportionately
important to a number of species, potentially causing tracking, or funnelling predators in to
this area. It will also increase the chances of people being forced to walk in the riparian area
when they might otherwise stay further away from the water. Disturbance may then become
an issue.
24/06/2021 What is the ‘original state’ that the project is trying to restore the woodland
to e.g., the 1900s, 5000 years ago, etc.? Need to be more explicit.

There are limited places for fishers to park, so signage could be used to inform them of
where access gates are.
The fence being set back off the loch sides will allow access around the lochs for deer,
walkers and fisher people. Deer movements will be in the closed season for fish so there
will be no clash or disturbance of movement. WTS understands that fishing on
Low
Scionasaig is mainly from a boat, so the fence shouldn't hinder this.
Discussions have been had with Mountaineering Scotland and Ramblers Scotland to
Low
ensure they feel appropriate provision for these user groups are made.
To be addressed by habitat impact section of the EIA. The comments overlap with many
Hi section points

Low
We are not seeking to restore the woodland to a point in history, we are looking forward
to secure a healthy future for the currently declining woodland - see point Wc 2. The
project is about more than just the woodlands
An archaelogical walkover survey of the proposed fenceline has been carried out and
HES have no locations of interest within the proposal area.

Vi1
Vi2

24/06/2021 advises to be aware of fencing at prominent view-points;
24/06/2021 would like to see LVIA.

Understood. Visual Appraisal has done this and this will be developed in the LVIA.
Understood, it is currently underway.

Vi3

24/06/2021 Do fences have to be marked, in which case they become more visible and impact landscape?

Bird surveys currently underway and will inform this.

Vi4

24/06/2021 It’s not a designation but Wild Land area # 32 – Inverpolly and Glencanisp, refers to the existing Wildland is a devisive subject particularly amongst those living within it, but it is a
deer fences as diminishing the perceived naturalness of the area. More fences will impact that. designation which will be looked at as part of the LVIA assessment currently underway.
Can Scottish Forestry look at this? The beauty of the landscape is that you can walk through
it unencumbered and unaware of manmade objects; a fence would destroy that and people
wouldn’t want to walk there.

- HIghland Council
Mountaineering
Scotland

Low
Low
Low
Low

Low
Vi5
Vi6

TL - NS
- I & K Estate

24/06/2021 The Visual Assessment goes a long way to suggest mitigations; NS has guidance for how
applicants can assess proposals in Wild Land Areas. ..published in 2020
24/06/2021 As Wild Land, we sell it as an unspoilt wilderness and an adventurous fishing
experience. Having a fence-line running down it (assuming the kirkaig) will detract from its
appeal for our clients.

see Vi4
Low
walked the line with
and fencing contractors in Aug 2020, we kept away from the
river, partly due to the nature of the ground and finding a good fenceline and partly to
keep it within the woodland so that the experience wouldn't be spoilt.
The fenceline along much of the Kirkaig is within woodland which will be in full leaf
during the fishing season, so shouldn't detract from the special experience that this river
offers. There are a number of fences already on the north of the Kirkaig and one
enclosure on the south of the Kirkaig.
Low

Vi7

Vi8
EIA1

- CCC
- SF

EIA2

- SF

24/06/2021 Visual damage – EB is heavily designated and unspoilt by human intervention – a fence will
be a gross intrusion for walkers, fishermen and kayakers. It will no longer be a wild experience.
The fence to Poll Loisgan seems to have been forgotten, there’s been no attempt to
hide the line or take into account vehicle access routes across the landscape needed for fence
construction.
24/06/2021 Loss of wild feeling / visual impact.
24/06/2021 Although we appreciate the valuable contribution that the visual appraisal makes to our
understanding of how the proposed deer fence may be seen in the landscape, we are of the
opinion that because of the sensitivities of the Assynt-Coigach landscape, a more in-depth LVIA
is required.
24/06/2021 Considering that Eisg Brachaidh estate is within a National Scenic Area and in part within and
adjacent to a Wild Land Area, the potential effects of the deer fence proposals on the
landscape should also be assessed. Specifically, such a landscape assessment should refer to
the Special Qualities of the Assynt – Coigach NSA, the Landscape Character Type 334: Cnocan –
Ross & Cromarty Key Characteristics and Description, and the Description of
the Inverpolly – Glencanisp Wild Land Area.

To be covered in the LVIA assessment.

A LVIA is being drawn up which will hopefully address CCC's concerns
A LVIA is currently being drawn up.

Low
Low

n/a
A LVIA and Wildland assessment being carried out as per the guidance.

n/a

EIA3

-SF

24/06/2021 These references (from EIA 2) would contribute towards the identification and assessment of
the potential landscape effects from the deer fence proposals, especially the potential
consequences of constructing a physical barrier which is intended over time to promote the
recovery and regeneration of the vegetation pattern within the enclosure. In contrast, outwith
the fence the pressures on the vegetation could be potentially more considerable as a
consequence of excluding deer from a considerable area of land. These differences could
potentially have effects on the key characteristics of the wider landscape so should be
considered.
24/06/2021 The LVIA should include an assessment of any infrastructure that may be required to
both construct, maintain and – in future – dismantle and remove the enclosure, and any short,
medium and long term visual effects of those stages of construction and dismantling.

This will be considered as part of the EIA report. The mitigation proposed for deer
management, if implemented, well should mean that there will be little change outwith
the fence to the current situation, but see a marked improvement within the fence.

24/06/2021 Considering the potential landscape and visual effects on the Wild Land Area from the
proposals, we would also request that the applicant carry out an assessment of the proposals
to the NatureScot Assessing impacts on Wild Land Areas – Technical Guidance September
2020
24/06/2021 The EIA should quantify and evaluate the potential significant effects of the proposals on the
SSSI and SAC features, both within and out with the proposed enclosure.
24/06/2021 Proposal maps provide a broad indication of where the anticipated 250ha of woodland
regeneration is expected to occur, but it should be clear how each area has been assessed as
being suitable for woodland creation and consider what impact the anticipated regeneration
may have on non-woodland habitats. Consideration should also be given to areas of deep peat
in relation to project design.
24/06/2021 Bird and Mammal surveys should be completed and any likely significant effects on the current
environmental baseline discussed.
24/06/2021 Under the Habitats Regulations, before undertaking or giving any form of permission, consent
or other authorisation to a plan or project, we must check whether the plan or project would
be likely to have a significant effect on a European site. The EIA Report must provide such
information as we may reasonably require for the purposes of the appraisal as our conclusions
must be made on the basis of there being no reasonable scientific doubt as to the absence of
adverse effects. There is a need to ascertain the proposal will not adversely affect site integrity
of the SAC.
24/06/2021 There remains uncertainty over the likely impacts on deer welfare and behaviour over time
and therefore the efficacy of the mitigation strategy in minimising impacts to an acceptable
level, both within the enclosure and over the whole range
The capacity to disperse is an essential part of the lifecycle of wild deer, identifying the likely
significant effects and subsequent mitigation on deer is reliant on a predictive approach that
requires detailed knowledge of likely deer movement patterns.

Understood and passed on as above

Low negative impact,
High positive impact

EIA4

- SF

EIA5

- SF

EIA6

- SF

EIA7

- SF

EIA8

- SF

EIA9

-SF

EIA10

- SF

EIA11

- SF

24/06/2021 The scoping documents provide a desired density, however the EIA Report should be clear on See EIA10
how the number of deer to be culled can be achieved both safely and humanely. The EIA
Report should also consider and discuss how deer within the proposed enclosure may react to
captivity, or what if any, welfare implications may arise on becoming a captive herd e.g. stress,
wildfire or inbreeding depression. There can be no uncertainty around any likely effect on deer
welfare.

EIA12

- SF

24/06/2021 Appendix 9 of the scoping documents suggests “We can’t be certain how the deer will react to See EIA10
the fence, but with local knowledge we have tried to mitigate this to reduce any potential
impact as much as possible.” The EIA Report should clearly describe the adverse impact each
measure is intended to avoid, mitigate or compensate when implemented. It should
also describe the effectiveness of such measures, their reliability and certainty, as well as the
commitment to ensuring the practical implementation and monitoring of the results.It may not
be possible to mitigate all significant effects but the EIA Report must ensure that it identifies
any residual impacts (those remaining after mitigation) and their significance.

EIA13

- SF

EIA14

-SF

EIA15

- SF

EIA16

- SF

24/06/2021 The EIA should fully understand the nature and extent of the current access use of the site and
assess the potential impacts that the proposals may have on this use.
24/06/2021 There remains uncertainty as to whether the project can successfully achieve its objective of
woodland regeneration in the presence of livestock and wild deer. This should include
clarification of current grazing cattle and sheep and how this will be impacted.
24/06/2021 Potential cumulative impacts with other existing, consented or planned (known) deer fencing
that may be relevant to this proposal.
24/06/2021
A description of the reasonable alternatives studied by the applicant, which are relevant to the
proposed forestry project and its specific characteristics; and an indication of the main reasons
for selecting the chosen option, including a comparison of the environmental effects.

Understood and passed on to the LVIA consultant

n/a

n/a
Understood and see Hi1-6.
n/a
Understood

n/a
Understood and are part of ongoing survey work.
n/a
Understood and will be included in EIA report

n/a
Understood - see points DM 1-17. Will be discussed in detail in EIA report.

n/a

n/a

n/a
See Ac 1-3
n/a
The grazing regime is agreed by the tenant and NatureScot and is subject to SSSI
consent. For more details see appendix 4 of the scoping documents circulated prior to
the scoping meeting.
Understood, will be shown in EIA report.

low
low

Understood, will be shown in EIA report.

n/a

EIA17

- SF

24/06/2021 Maps should accurately reflect what is in the application for EIA consent and be at an
appropriate scale to show a reasonable level of detail.
26/04/2021 The supporting information does not clearly demonstrate the requirement to enclose the
entire Eisg Brachaidh Estate, non-woodland habitats have been assessed as being in favourable
maintained or unfavourable recovering condition.
26/04/2021 The screening request concludes “Fencing the estate will avoid any negative impact on
surrounding owner’s deer stalking activity”, though the evidence to support this statement has
not been provided. To set this proposal in context we would expect an assessment of how the
proposal relates to the management objectives of all neighbouring landholdings.

Understood.

Understood.

n/a
n/a

Understood, will be shown in EIA report.

n/a

n/a

EIA18

(lett

EIA19

(lett

EIA20

(lett

26/04/2021 There remains uncertainty as to whether the project can successfully achieve its objective of
woodland regeneration in the presence of livestock and wild deer, as no method to control
their abundance or distribution in areas identified for natural regeneration is proposed.

EIA21

(lett

26/04/2021 The outcome of discussions held with NatureScot, including comments and advice with regards Understood, will be shown in this scoping report and EIA report.
to deer and protected sites are not captured within the screening request. Neither are the
opinions and issues raised by those who do not support the proposal.

EIA – Arising from the EIA Screening Opinion letter (Appendix 1)
Arc – Issues concerning archaeology
Ac – Issues concerning access
Ag – issues around agricultural impacts
Bi – Issues concerning birds
Dm – Issues concerning deer management
FWPM – Issues concerning freshwater pearl mussel
Hi – Issues concerning habitat impact (from deer, of fencing works)
Ma – Issues concerning mammals (otter, badger & water vole)
Ps – Issues concerned with public safety
Vi – Issues concerning visual impact on landscape

See Hi 1 -6. More detailed analysis of current habitat condition will be covered in EIA
report.

n/a

Sharon Phipps
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tamara Lawton
22 July 2021 11:45
'scotland@woodlandtrust.org.uk'
RE: Eisg Brachaidh Scoping Report

Hi there, just to confirm that I am content that the issues I raised in the meeting are recorded properly in the minute
and the issues log.

Kind regards,
Tamara
Tamara Lawton | Area Officer, South Highland
NatureScot | 17 Pulteney Street , Ullapool, Wester Ross IV262UP| 01463 701605
17 Sràid Pholtanaidh, Ulapul, Ros an Iar, IV26 2UP
nature.scot | @nature scot | Scotland’s Nature Agency | Buidheann Nàdair na h-Alba

From: scotland@woodlandtrust.org.uk <scotland@woodlandtrust.org.uk>
Sent: 09 July 2021 16:51
To: scotland@woodlandtrust.org.uk
Subject: Eisg Brachaidh Scoping Report
Dear all,
Thank you for attending the scoping meeting held by Zoom on 24 June 2021 or, if you were unable to attend, for
submitting correspondence prior to or since that Scoping meeting.
We have collated all the issues raised into the attached Scoping Report. It contains a minute of the 24 June meeting,
along with appendices of the ‘in absentia’ correspondence that were referred to at the meeting. The other
attachment is Appendix 8 (the Issues Log).
We would ask you to confirm that the minute of the meeting as shown in the Scoping Report is an accurate record
of the meeting, and that the issues you raised are recorded properly in the minute and in the corresponding Issues
Log, also attached.
Please confirm the above by 12pm on 23 July.
We look forward to hearing from you.
Yours faithfully,
The Eisg Brachaidh project team.

The information contained in this e-mail along with any attachments may be confidential, legally privileged
or otherwise protected from disclosure. It is intended for the named individual(s) or entity who is/are the
only authorised recipient(s). If this message has reached you in error please notify the sender immediately
and delete it without review.
Anything in this email which does not relate to the Woodland Trust’s official business is neither given nor
1

endorsed by the Woodland Trust. Email is not secure and may contain viruses. We make every effort to
ensure email is sent without viruses, but cannot guarantee this and recommend recipients take appropriate
precautions. We may monitor email traffic data and content in accordance with our policies and English
law. Thank you.
The Woodland Trust is a charity registered in England (No. 294344) and in Scotland (No. SC038885).
A non-profit making company limited by guarantee.
Registered in England No. 1982873.
Registered Office: Kempton Way, Grantham, Lincolnshire, NG31 6LL.
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk
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Sharon Phipps
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Graeme Taylor
30 July 2021 15:11
Tamara Lawton
FW: EIA Forestry Project: Eisg Brachaidh Estate, by Ullapool.

Tamara,
I think this may be best considered by you. At least we are making some progress, was it your understanding SF
were to do the assessment?
Regards,
Graeme

From:
@forestry.gov.scot <
@forestry.gov.scot>
Sent: 30 July 2021 14:51
To: Graeme Taylor <Graeme.Taylor@nature.scot>
Cc:
@forestry.gov.scot
Subject: EIA Forestry Project: Eisg Brachaidh Estate, by Ullapool.

Dear Graeme
The Forestry (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017
EIA Forestry Project: Eisg Brachaidh Estate, by Ullapool.
As a consultation body under the above Regulations I am writing on behalf of Conservator
to request NatureScot’s formal advice on the environmental features likely to be significantly
affected by the above forestry project, which you consider should be included in the EIA Report.
As the proposed project is also located within an SAC and adjacent to an SPA and is not directly
connected with or necessary to site management for conservation, in our view, this proposal is
likely to have a significant effect on a European site and we will be required to carry out an
appropriate assessment in view of the site’s conservation objectives for its qualifying interests.
In order to ensure both EIA and HRA are co-ordinated we would also appreciate at this time any
advice you can provide on the scope of the HRA.
Yours sincerely
Woodland Creation and Case Support Manager
Scottish Forestry
Silvan House | 231 Corstorphine Road | Edinburgh | EH12 7AT
Tel:
@forestry.gov.scot
Website: forestry.gov.scot
Twitter: @scotforestry
1

Scottish Forestry is the Scottish Government agency responsible for forestry policy, support and regulation.

*****************************************************************************
************************
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) may contain confidential or privileged
information and is intended solely for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure,
storage, copying or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended
recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately
by return.
Communications with the Scottish Government and Scottish Forestry may be monitored or recorded in
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The views or opinions
contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government or Scottish
Forestry.
**************************************************************************************
*************
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Sharon Phipps
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

@coigach-assynt.org>
06 August 2021 13:13
Tamara Lawton
RE: Eisg Brachaidh Habitat Restoration Project

Hi Tamara,
I can confirm that
is the representative for the National Lottery Heritage Fund. When NLHF asked for the WT
contacts for the Eisg Brachaidh Project,
identified you as the NatureScot representative for the local
office and SSI/SAC management and
in terms of the Biodiversity Challenge Fund.
The NLHF are presently reviewing the request to fund AP02 Eisg Brachaidh Habitat Restoration Project (the CALLP
name of the Eisg Brachaidh Project). Although the original request was made in 2019, confirmation of NLHF funding
is still outstanding.
Best wishes,

Scheme Manager
Coigach & Assynt Living Landscape Partnership

T: 01571 844638

W: coigach-assynt.org

M:

From: Tamara Lawton <Tamara.Lawton@nature.scot>
Sent: 06 August 2021 13:00
To:
@coigach-assynt.org>
Subject: FW: Eisg Brachaidh Habitat Restoration Project
CAUTION: This email originated from outside The Scottish Wildlife Trust. Do not click links nor open attachments unless you
know the source to be genuine (please check with the sender independently if required).

Hi

hope all is well with you.

Just got this email from

– can you confirm this is bona fide? If so, it would be good to understand the context.

Cheers,
Tamara
Tamara Lawton | Area Officer, South Highland
NatureScot | 17 Pulteney Street , Ullapool, Wester Ross IV262UP| 01463 701605
1

17 Sràid Pholtanaidh, Ulapul, Ros an Iar, IV26 2UP |
nature.scot | @nature scot | Scotland’s Nature Agency | Buidheann Nàdair na h-Alba

From:
@heritagefund.org.uk>
Sent: 06 August 2021 11:36
To: Tamara Lawton <Tamara.Lawton@nature.scot>
Subject: Eisg Brachaidh Habitat Restoration Project
Hi Tamara
I hope you’re well.
from the Coigach and Assynt Living Landscape Partnership passed on your
contact details. I work for the National Lottery Heritage Fund and we are currently considering the inclusion
of the Eisg Brachaidh Habitat Restoration Project in the CALLP Scheme we are funding. I’m keen to get a
better understanding of the local context and was wondering if you would be free for a quick call at some
point?
Best wishes,

Senior Investment Manager
The National Lottery Heritage Fund
Phone: 0131 376 9945
Mobile:
Email:
@heritagefund.org.uk
Follow us on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram

#NationalLotteryHeritageFund
If you require an urgent response please call our main switchboard on 0131 376 0033.

NatureScot is the operating name of Scottish Natural Heritage.
2

-**********************************************************************
This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and
intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they
are addressed. If you have received this email in error please
notify the system manager or the sender.
Please note that for business purposes, outgoing and incoming
emails from and to NatureScot may be monitored.

Tha am post-dealain seo agus fiosrachadh sam bith na chois
dìomhair agus airson an neach no buidheann ainmichte amhàin. Mas e gun d’ fhuair sibh am post-dealain seo le
mearachd, cuiribh fios dhan manaidsear-siostaim no neachsgrìobhaidh.
Thoiribh an aire airson adhbharan gnothaich, ‘s dòcha gun tèid
sùil a chumail air puist-dealain a’ tighinn a-steach agus a’ dol amach bho NatureScot.

*************************************************************
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Scottish Forestry is the Scottish Government agency responsible for forestry policy, support and
regulation.
From:
SF)
Sent: 19 August 2021 14:08
To: 'Graeme.Taylor@nature.scot' <Graeme.Taylor@nature.scot>
Cc:
@forestry.gov.scot>;
Subject: EIA Forestry Project at Eisg Brachaidh Estate

@forestry.gov.scot>

Dear Graeme
The Forestry (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017
EIA Forestry Project: Eisg Brachaidh Estate, by Ullapool.
Please see attached a copy of
email to you of 30th July requesting
NatureScot’s formal advice on the environmental features likely to be significantly affected by the
above forestry project, for inclusion in the EIA Report.
I would be grateful if you could respond at your earliest convenience along with any advice you
can provide on the scope of the HRA.
Thanks and regards

Woodland Officer
Highland & Islands Conservancy
Scottish Forestry
Tel:
Email:
@forestry.gov.scot
Twitter: @scotforestry
Website: forestry.gov.scot
BRAVE values are the roots that underpin Scottish Forestry, to create a workplace where our
staff, and the people we work with, feel valued, supported and respected.
Be professional, Respect others, Act with honesty and integrity, Value teamwork and
collaboration and Encourage innovation and creativity.

Scottish Forestry is the Scottish Government agency responsible for forestry policy, support and
regulation.
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*****************************************************************************
************************
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) may contain confidential or privileged
information and is intended solely for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure,
storage, copying or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended
recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately
by return.
Communications with the Scottish Government and Scottish Forestry may be monitored or recorded in
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The views or opinions
contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government or Scottish
Forestry.
**************************************************************************************
*************
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Sharon Phipps
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

@forestry.gov.scot
30 July 2021 14:51
Graeme Taylor
@forestry.gov.scot
EIA Forestry Project: Eisg Brachaidh Estate, by Ullapool.

Dear Graeme
The Forestry (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017
EIA Forestry Project: Eisg Brachaidh Estate, by Ullapool.
As a consultation body under the above Regulations I am writing on behalf of Conservator
to request NatureScot’s formal advice on the environmental features likely to be significantly
affected by the above forestry project, which you consider should be included in the EIA Report.
As the proposed project is also located within an SAC and adjacent to an SPA and is not directly
connected with or necessary to site management for conservation, in our view, this proposal is
likely to have a significant effect on a European site and we will be required to carry out an
appropriate assessment in view of the site’s conservation objectives for its qualifying interests.
In order to ensure both EIA and HRA are co-ordinated we would also appreciate at this time any
advice you can provide on the scope of the HRA.
Yours sincerely
Woodland Creation and Case Support Manager
Scottish Forestry
Silvan House | 231 Corstorphine Road | Edinburgh | EH12 7AT
Tel:
@forestry.gov.scot
Website: forestry.gov.scot
Twitter: @scotforestry

Scottish Forestry is the Scottish Government agency responsible for forestry policy, support and regulation.
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I’m forwarding this to you as Graeme’s out of office message doesn’t say when he’ll be back from
leave and we would appreciate an early response if possible.
Many thanks and regards

Woodland Officer
Highland & Islands Conservancy
Scottish Forestry
Tel:
Email:
@forestry.gov.scot
Twitter: @scotforestry
Website: forestry.gov.scot
BRAVE values are the roots that underpin Scottish Forestry, to create a workplace where our
staff, and the people we work with, feel valued, supported and respected.
Be professional, Respect others, Act with honesty and integrity, Value teamwork and
collaboration and Encourage innovation and creativity.

Scottish Forestry is the Scottish Government agency responsible for forestry policy, support and
regulation.
From:
(SF)
Sent: 19 August 2021 14:08
To: 'Graeme.Taylor@nature.scot' <Graeme.Taylor@nature.scot>
Cc:
@forestry.gov.scot>;
Subject: EIA Forestry Project at Eisg Brachaidh Estate

@forestry.gov.scot>

Dear Graeme
The Forestry (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017
EIA Forestry Project: Eisg Brachaidh Estate, by Ullapool.
Please see attached a copy of
email to you of 30th July requesting
NatureScot’s formal advice on the environmental features likely to be significantly affected by the
above forestry project, for inclusion in the EIA Report.
I would be grateful if you could respond at your earliest convenience along with any advice you
can provide on the scope of the HRA.
Thanks and regards
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